Present Tense
The present tense is used to describe an action happening at the present time. It is considered easy to use and exists in all languages. The present tense is broken down into four different categories: present simple, present continuous, present perfect and present perfect continuous.
1. Present Simple Tense ( sub. + main verb + ……..)
It is used when describing general, constant and regular everyday events, common facts, repeated actions, and habits. For example:
· The dog barks
· Rain is scarce in the desert
· A triangle has three sides
· The restaurant opens at 7 am every morning
· My niece always visits me on Wednesdays

	Main verb
	affirmative
	negative
	Interrogative 

	Linking 
	He is a doctor
The stars are far
	He is not a doctor
The stars are not far
	Is (is not) he a doctor?
Are (are not) the stars far?

	Action  
	He drinks water 
We play football
	He does not drink water
We do not play football
	Does (does not) he drink water?
Do (do not) we play football?


Notes:
1- (He, she, and it) are followed by the linking verb (is), ( I ) is followed by (am) , (we, you, they )are followed by (Are).
2- Always add (s) to the main action verbs in the simple present tense if the subject is (he, she, it).
3- Adverbs of frequency (e.g., “sometimes,” “never”) are often used in the simple present to indicate the frequency with which something occurs (e.g., “I always stretch in the morning,” “You never eat salad”).


2. Present continuous tense (sub. +V. to be+ V. ing+……..)
In the present continuous tense, the verb form will end in “ing”. This tense is used to describe an activity that is currently occurring. For example:
· I am swimming
· I am dreaming

	Main verb
	affirmative
	negative
	Interrogative 

	Linking 
	He is being nice 
They are being selfish
	He is not being nice
They are not being selfish 
	Is (is not) he being nice?
Are (are not) they being selfish?

	Action  
	He is drinking water 
You are playing 
	He is not drinking water
We are not playing 
	is (is not) he drinking water?
are (are not) we playing football?




Note:
Some common signal words with present continuous are time words like “now”, “at the moment”, “this week”. For example:
· Sorry, I can’t come. I’m working at the moment.
· I’m staying in Manchester this week.

3. Present Perfect tense (sub. + has/have + V.past participle+……..)
The present perfect is used to indicate a link between the present and the past. The time of the action is before now but not specified.
· She has lived here all her life
· They have written three letters already


	Main verb
	affirmative
	negative
	Interrogative 

	Linking 
	He has been nice 
They have been here 
	He has not been nice
They have not been here
	has (has not) he been nice?
have (have not) they been here?

	Action  
	He has eaten the apple 
You have played 
	He has not eaten the apple
You have not played 
	has (has not) he eaten the apple?
have (have not) you played?


Notes:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]sentences in the present perfect commonly use adverbs that refer to non-specific time (e.g., “ever,” “never,” “once,” and “so far”).
· Joseph has never lived in South Africa.
· Expressions that refer to a specific time (e.g., “last week,” “yesterday”) are typically used along with a preposition (e.g., “for,” “since”)
· Sophie has felt ill for the last week.
4- Present Perfect Continuous ( sub. + has/have + been + main verb)
This tense is called the Present Perfect Continuous tense. There is usually a connection with the present or now.
We use the Present Perfect Continuous to talk about:
· past action recently-stopped: You don't understand [now] because you haven't been listening.
· past action still-continuing: I have been reading for 2 hours.

	Main verb
	affirmative
	negative
	Interrogative 

	Linking 
	He has been being nice since yesterday  

	He has not been being nice since yesterday

	has (has not) he been being nice since yesterday?


	Action  
	He has been eating the apple for two hours

	He has not been eating the apple for two hours

	has (has not) he been eating the apple for two hours?




