Sociology concepts and terms

Lec. 1

Dr. Adnan

Sociology: Is the scientific study of

social behavior and human groups.
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Theory: Within sociology, a
theory is a set of statements that
seeks to explain problems, actions,
or behavior

ot glaayl ale a4 kil pdy )
7 ai ll Glal Y e de sene
G Ll s Jlady ccndiall

Science: The term science refers to
the body of knowledge obtained by
methods based upon systematic
observation.
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Society: A large number of people
are said to constitute a society
when they live in the same
territory, are relatively independent
of people outside their area and
participate in a common culture.
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Social interaction: The ways in
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which people respond to one wardl agiany aa ulil) L
another.
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sociologists to refer to any of the
full range of socially defined
positions within a large group or
society.
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Value: Values are collective
conceptions of what is considered
good, desirable, proper, or bad, un
desirable, and improper in a
culture.
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Norms: Norms are the established
standards of behavior maintained
by a society.
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Formal norms: Generally, have
been written down and specify
strict punishment for violators. By
contrast, informal norms are
generally understood but are not
precisely recorded.
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2- What does the term socialization
refer to? the main agents of
socialization?

Socialization: socialization is the
process in which people learn the
attitudes  values and  actions
appropriate for members of particular
culture from a macro sociological
perspective.

Socialization help us to discover how
to behave properly and what to expect
from others if we follow (or
challenge) society norms and values.

There are five agents of Socialization:
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1-The family: the family is the most
important agents of socialization
especially children.
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2-School: as an agent of
socialization like the family,
schools have an explicit mandate
to socialize people especially
children into norms and values of
our culture.
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3-Mass media technology: as an
agent of socialization in the last
100 years’ media innovations,
radio, motion pictures, recorded
music, television and internet have
become important agents to
socialization.
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4-The workplace as agent of
socialization; learning to behave
appropriately within an
occupation is a fundamental
aspect of human socialization.
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5-The state and religion as agents
of  socialization; increasingly
social scientists are recognizing
the importance of both
government and religion as agents
of socialization.
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3- What does these terms refer to?
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A. Social Mobility: Movement of
Individuals or group from one
position of a society stratification
system to another.
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B. Values: are collective | siim Lo Jss dman aalia 4 1addl) —G
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proper or bad undesirable and
improper in a culture.

C. Formal Norms: A norm that has | 43 a8 e e l) uladdl
been written down and that| .l el da jlaa Gl sie 4un gay Cdaa
specifies strict punishments for
violators.
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term Gemeinschaft and

Gesellschaft.

Gemeinschaft :refer to a close knit
community found in Rural areas in
which strong personal bound unite
members.
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Gesellschaft: A community often
urban, that is large and impersonal
with little commitment to the group
or consensus values.

G aaiaall 6 g bl adiaall
CBle agdai i Yy TS 55 Laie
aill ) Ao sanall sas Ll o) il ae dpadld

Al gl

differences
science and

5-What are the
between social
natural science?
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Social science refers to the study
of the social features of humans
and the ways in which they interact
and change. Natural science refers
to the study of physical features of
nature and the ways in which they
interact and change.
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6-What  does  the  terms|ceballl alhas 4l by ) L6
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How did Emile Durkheim

distinguish between the two

terms?

Durkheim Argued that social | JEs 4elaa¥) ull alS e (86

structure depends on the division
of labor in a society. In society in
which there is a minimal division
of labor, a collective consciousness
develops, that emphasizes group

solidarity. Durkheim  called:
mechanical solidarity.
As  societies become  more

advanced technologically, a greater
division of labor takes place. These
societies are of characterized by
organic solidarity, a collective
consciousness that rests on mutual
interdependence characteristics of
societies with complex division of
labor.
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d- Cultural Lag: A period of
maladjustment when the non-
material culture is struggling to
adapt to new material conditions.
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D-Crime: is an act prohibited by
law. Or A violation of criminal law
for which some governmental
authority applies formal penalties.
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E- The family: A family can be
defined as a set of people related
by blood or adoption, who share
the primary responsibilities for
reproduction and caring for
members of society.
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f- Social Structure: The way in
which a society organized into
predictable relationships.
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g- Group: In sociological terms, a
group is any number of people with
similar ~ norms, values and
expectations who interact with one
another on regular basis.
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H-Cultural Shock: Anyone who
feel disoriented, uncertain, out of
place, fearful when immersed in
one unfamiliar culture may be
experiencing cultural shock.
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I- Social Role: A set of
expectations for people who
occupy a given social position or
status.
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J- Sociology: A scientific study of
social behavior and human groups.
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K- Mass Media Technology as an
agent of socialization in the last
100 years media innovations, radio,
motion pictures, recorded music,
television and internet have
become important agents to
socialization.
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4- What does the term Racial
and Ethnic groups refer to?

Racial: Sociologists
distinguish  between
ethnic groups.

frequently
racial and
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The term Racial Groups are used
to describe a group that is set apart
from others because of obvious

physical differences, White,
African, American.... are all
considered racial group.

Ethnic Groups, unlike racial

groups. an ethnic group is set apart
from others primarily because of
its national origin or distinctive
culture patterns, in US. Jews,
polish Americans etc.
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1. Minority group: a subordinate
group whose members have
significantly less control or
power over their lives than the
members of a dominant or
majority group have over them.
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2. Racism: a belief that one race | 0l «3le¥) 2l saus alEicY) 14y painl)
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generalization about all group
members that does not
recognize individual
differences within the group.
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Prejudice: a negative attitude
towards an entire category of
people of an ethnic or racial
minority.
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Discrimination: the denial of
opportunities and equal rights
to individuals and groups
because of prejudice or other
arbitrary reasons.
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Sanction: A penalty or reward for
conduct concerning a social norm.
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Organized Crime: The work of

group that regulates relations
among criminal enterprises
involved in illegal activities,

including prostitution, gambling,
and the smuggling and sale of
drugs.
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White-Collar Crime: lllegal acts
committed by affluent
“respectable” individuals 1is the
course of business activities.

e Judl selagl clll) o) adla
Oaa "Oseyiaa A LSSyl 5

Ao ladll Ay e

Stigma: A label used to devalue
members of certain social groups.
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Law: Governmental social

controls.
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Kinship The state of being
related to others is called kinship.
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Authority patterns: Societies vary
in the way that power is distributed
within the family.
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Patriarchy: A society that expects
males to dominate in all family
decision making is  termed
patriarchy.
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Matriarchy: Women who have
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greater authority than men. ol e S
Egalitarian family: Spouses are | o sl shee dllia S5 Laxie 13 gal) Alile
regarded as equals. g
Functions of the family: the |, 4w dblll oy cdlilal) Cailliy
family performs six paramount O R RN
functions. These are

1. reproduction 2. Protection dlaall 2 iyl

3. Socialization 4. Regulation of
sexual behavior 5. Affection and
companionship 6. Provision of soul
status.
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Nuclear family: A married couple
and their unmarried children are
living together.
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Extended family: A family in
which relatives-such as
grandparents, aunts, or uncles, live
in the same home as parents and
their children.
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Monogamy: A form of marriage in
which are married only to each
other.
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Polygyny: A form of polygamy in
which men may have more than
one wife at the same time.
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Polyandry: A form of polygamy
in which women may have more
than one husband at the same time.
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Endogamy: the restriction of male
selection to people within the same
groups.
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Exogamy: the requirement that
people select a mate outside certain
groups.
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Agrarian society: is the most
technologically advanced form of
preindustrial society. Members are

engaged  primarily in  the
production of food, but increase
their ~ crop  yields through

technological innovations such as
the plow.
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Industrial society: a society that
depend on mechanization to
produce its good and services.
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Post-industrial society: a society

whose economics system is
engaged  primarily in  the
processing and  control  of
information.
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Hunting-and-gathering society: a
pre-industrial society in which
people rely on whatever foods and
fibers are readily available in order
to survive.
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Postmodern society: a
technological sophisticated society
that is preoccupied with consumer
goods and media image.
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1. Ideal type: a construct or model
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for evaluating specific cases. Aala oy

2.Power: the ability to exercise | (Ahlu) 33)) 4w jlaa e 30l 3 Al
ones will over others. LAY Jde eyl

3. Class: a group of people Who | st agadl aldill (e dc sanae A&l
have a similar level of wealth J3all 535 8 (e (5 sl
and income.

4.Class system: a social ranking | JS& adisy eldial i i o Aual) aUail
based primarily on economic | (Se dua alaBYl gl ol
position in which achieved | .=lia¥ldlall Jle jigi o (ailadll
characteristics can influence
social mobility.

5.Open system: a social system in |48 _ilh elaial olai oz gidall sl
which the position of each Afia (M) aa gl B IS jun g
individual is influenced by his or
her achieved status.

6.Closed system: a social system |4# s elaal Hlai ;@lhall sl

in which there is little or no
possibility of individual social
mobility.
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Community : A partial or political
unit of social organization that give
people a sense of belonging, based
either on shared residence in a
particular place or on a common
identity.

s 51 K 0m 5 1)) gl
OSe84S yidiall AW dayis ce iYL
L Ak e o) (O

Human Ecology: An area of study
that is concerned with the
relationships between peoples and
their environment.
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Urbanism: A term used by Louis
Wirth to describe distinctive patterns
of social behavior evident among city
residents.
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Urban sociology: an approach to
urbanization that considers the
interplay of local, national, and
worldwide forces and their effects on
local space.
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Urban Ecology: An area of study
that focuses on the interrelationships
between people and their
environment in urban areas.
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Suburb: According to the Census
Bureau, any territory within a
metropolitan area that is not included
in the central city.
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