
Reading and Use of English Part 5 – Multiple-choice text. 

You are going to read an extract from a novel. For questions 1–6, choose the answer (A, B, C or D) which you think 

fits best according to the text. Mark your answers on the separate answer sheet. 

the glitter wars 



1. In the first paragraph, we learn that the narrator 

A. thought that his hoarding habits were a product of his getting old. 

B. was becoming increasingly worried about going through a middle-age crisis. 

C. felt that he would miss the chance to see his son grow. 

D. had shared strong connections with things from his younger years. 

2. In the second paragraph, we can infer that 

A. Douglas seemed content with the life he had. 

B. making more money would allow him to spend more time with his family. 

C. Connie and Douglas thought they couldn’t find a good excuse to move house. 

D. Albie didn’t mind that they all lived in a small flat. 

3. Why does Douglas use the “Glitter Wars”? 

A. To illustrate how a small flat can get really messy. 

B. To let the reader know how much he was drifting away from his family. 

C. To vent his feelings and state how much he hated glitter. 

D. To contrast his work habits then and now. 

4. It can be inferred from Douglas and Connie’s argument that 

A. they both agreed that glitter was indeed a nuisance. 

B. Douglas hated not being taken seriously when he arrived home from work. 

C. Albie was the main reason for Douglas’ fit. 

D. Connie thought that Douglas may have been overreacting. 

5. Why did Connie tell Albie to go next door? 

A. To force Douglas to apologise for causing a scene. 

B. To spare him from his father rage. 

C. Because she may still have faith in their marriage. 

D. Because she wanted Albie to remember what happened that day. 

6. What’s the purpose of Douglas’ memory of his mother in this scene? 

A. To hint at how sad she would feel if she saw him eating alone. 

B. To emphasise how much he’s changed along the years. 

C. To let the readers know how strict she was. 

D. To show how much he understood her when he was younger. 
  




