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“Flower Power”

Reading Comprehension= Short Stories
Directions: Read the story. Then answer the questions below.

When her grandmother’s health began to deteriorate in the fall of 1994, Mary
would make the drive from Washington, DC to Winchester, VA every few days.
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She hated highway driving, finding it ugly and monotonous. She preferred to
take meandering back roads to her grandmother’s hospital. When she drove
through the rocky town of Harpers Ferry, the beauty of the rough waters
churning at the intersection of the Shenandoah and Potomac rivers always
captivated her.
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Toward the end of her journey, Mary had to get on highway 81. It was here that
she discovered a surprising bit of beauty during one of her trips. Along the
median of the highway, there was a long stretch of wildflowers. They were thin
and delicate and purple, and swayed in the wind as if whispering poems to each
other.
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The first time she saw the flowers, Mary was seized by an uncontrollable urge to
pull over on the highway and yank a bunch from the soil. She carried them into
her grandmother’'s room when she arrived at the hospital and placed them in a
water pitcher by her bed.
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For a moment her grandmother seemed more lucid than usual. She thanked
Mary for the flowers, commented on their beauty and asked where she had
gotten them. Mary was overjoyed by the ability of the flowers to wake something
up inside her ailing grandmother.
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Afterwards, Mary began carrying scissors in the car during her trips to visit her
grandmother. She would quickly glide onto the shoulder, jump out of the car,
and clip a bunch of flowers. Each time Mary placed the flowers in the pitcher,
her grandmother's eyes would light up and they would have a splendid
conversation.
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One morning in late October, Mary got a call that her grandmother had taken a
turn for the worse. Mary was in such a hurry to get to her grandmother that she
sped past her flower spot. She decided to turn around, head several miles back,
and cut a bunch. ‘ ‘ S
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Mary arrived at the hospital to find her grandmother very weak and
unresponsive. She placed the flowers in the pitcher and sat down to hold her
grandmother’'s hand. She felt a squeeze on her fingers. It was the last
conversation they had.
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Deteriorate — 3%
Drive — (s_lumdl) 258
Back roads — 4slall Gkl
Meandering — &s jaie
Highway — gasll G2kl
Monotonous — Jee
Rocky — 4 5a
Captivated — Jlealls 33 5ala / 3 jeuia
Rough waters — &l sl
Intersection — ¢l&ll / adalss
Surprising bit of beauty — 43alis Jlas 4al
Median — (Ghll gl (o Aadl ll) dadass 511 350 3a))
Wildflowers — 4 )
Delicate — &ulus / 488
Whispering poems — el (uegs
Yank from the soil — 4l (e aliss
Water pitcher — sl 2 1)
Lucid — z sa 5 48 5 / Aalia
Carrying scissors — Uais Jasi
Overjoyed — dsgis / 12a 3umu
Squeeze (on her fingers) — bl Lo s hiaa
Splendid conversation — Jduwea / &)y Cwas
Unresponsive — 25 Y / duaiue e
Taken a turn for the worse — <) i / Lella el
Hold her hand — sy el



Multiple Choice Questions (MCQ):

1. Why did Mary prefer back roads over the highway?
A. They were faster
B. They reminded her of her childhood
C. She found highways ugly and monotonous
D. She disliked stopping for tolls
— Correct answer: C
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2. What was special about the wildflowers Mary discovered?
A. They bloomed only at night
B. They were planted by her grandmother
C. They grew in the hospital garden
D. They swayed in the wind and seemed to whisper
— Correct answer: D
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3. How did Mary’s grandmother react when she first received the flowers?
A. She ignored them
B. She became more lucid and thankful
C. She became upset
D. She asked Mary to plant them outside
— Correct answer: B
350 Jo¥ a3 Calli Ladic (o jla Ban culeldi (i
\glatas |
e Sy Loy ST @y @
gl z
Al g A g5, e etk

4. What did Mary begin to carry in her car after the first flower visit?
A. A notebook
B. A vase
C. A camera
D. A pair of scissors
— Correct answer: D
28R 3 (A 6Y) L) da gl B 4 Bt (g e iy ila
claada g8
LAe



IS 7z
uala 2
5. What happened the last time Mary brought flowers to the hospital?
A. Her grandmother didn’t recognize her
B. Her grandmother passed away immediately
C. Her grandmother squeezed her hand — their last interaction
D. The hospital refused flowers
— Correct answer: C
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True/False (T/F) Questions:

1. Mary drove from Washington, D.C., to Richmond, Virginia to visit her
grandmother. (True / False)
— False (She drove to Winchester, Virginia)
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2. The wildflowers Mary found were purple and delicate. (True / False)
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3. Mary’s grandmother never responded to the flowers Mary brought. (True / False)
— False (She thanked Mary, commented on the flowers' beauty, and asked where she
had gotten them.)
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4. Mary always remembered to stop for flowers, even when in a hurry. (True / False)
— False (She once passed the spot but turned back)
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5. The flowers seemed to help Mary and her grandmother connect emotionally. (True / False)
— True
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