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The Aim of This Book

To be familiar with the necessary differences between the basic sounds which are found in

one can easily distinguish




Which English?
There are many different kinds (pronunciations) of English.

If we live in a country where a distinct variety of English is spoken (for communication

earn this variety.

d learn a form of native



Which English?

The accent used in this book is the Received Pronunciation (RP); it is an accent used by

educated native speakers in south-east England.

is not making you speak with this particular accent of




Letters and Sounds

Letters are written, sounds are spoken. It is very useful to have written letters to remind us

of corresponding sounds, but this is all they do; they cannot make us pronounce sounds

know; they simply remind us.




pier [p/
beer [b/
tier [t/
deer [d]
gear [g/

base [s/
baize [zf
bathe [8]

beige [3f
bake [k/

feel [i:]
fill /1]
fell /e/
fall >/
full fuf
fool [u:f

fear [f/
veer [v/
sheer [/
hear [h/
leer [I/

wrath [/
wrong [n/

fail [ex/
foal [ouf
file /a1
foul [av/
foil [>1/
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rear [r/ cheer [tff
mere [m/ jeer [d3/
near [nf

weir [w/

year fjf

tier 13/
tear [esf
tour [uoe/

banana [3/
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Letters and Sounds

This way of writing or transcribing makes it possible to show that some words which are

ordinarily spelt in the same way sound different; for example, lead, which is pronounced

y, but led in lead pipe

ind the same, for




Sounds and Sound Groups

A sound is made by definite movements of the organs of speech, and if those movements

are exactly repeated the result will always be the same sound.

ou say tea and two ti:, tu: you will notice that the lips are in a rather flat shape for ti: but

is is true for both the consonant /t/ and for the two vowels.
ents for the /t/ of tea and the



Sounds and Sound Groups

It is necessary to distinguish carefully between phonemes and sounds: the 44 phonemes of
English are the basic contrasts which make it possible for us to keep each word or longer
utterance separate from every other, but each phoneme may be represented by different
sounds in different positions.

sounds in tea and two both represent the /t/ phoneme, and the three /h/
ingle /h/ phoneme.

ifferent position in




Words and Utterances

The sounds and words are connected together with others to make up longer utterances, and

these longer utterances have special difficulties of their own.

ounced smoothly, without hesitations and without stumbling over




Words and Utterances

Thirdly, the rhythm of English must be mastered. That is, the different lengths which the
syllables of English are given and the reasons why these different lengths occur. For

mple, in the following sentences, chair has the same length as chairman.







