
Hydrocarbons Toxicity

A hydrocarbon is an organic compound made up primarily 

of carbon and hydrogen atoms, typically ranging from 1 to 

60 carbon atoms in length. This definition includes products 

derived from plants (pine oil, vegetable oil), animal fats (cod 

liver oil), natural gas, petroleum, or coal tar. There are two 

basic types of hydrocarbon molecules, aliphatic (straight or 

branched chains) and cyclic (closed ring), each with its own 

subclasses



Physical properties of hydrocarbons vary by the 

number of carbon atoms and by molecular 

structure . Branching of chains tends to destabilize 

intermolecular forces, so that less energy is 

required to separate the molecules .
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