Cauda equina  or (horse tail)	Dr. khalid

The spinal nerves and their roots from the second through fifth lumbar nerve pairs in addition to the first through fifth sacral nerve pairs, and the coccygeal nerve that arise from lumbar enlargement with the conus medullaris of the spinal cord manages are consists a bundle called cauda equine. However, the cauda equina is located inside the vertebral canal occupies the lumbar cistern, a subarachnoid space, that located cranial to the conus medullaris.
 The nerves that arise from cauda equine and compose this horse tail shape are innervate the organs in pelvic cavity and nerves of hind  limbs to include motor innervation of the hip joint, stifle, hock, feet, internal and external anal sphincter . While the cauda equina extends to sensory innervation of the perineum and, partially, parasympathetic innervation of the urinary bladder. 
The lumbar cistern is a gap between the arachnoid membrane and the pia matter of the spinal cord, called the subarachnoid space that occupied by Cerebrospinal fluid. Because the spinal cord terminates before this point, so lumbar puncture (or colloquially, "spinal tap") is performed at this point where there is no risk of accidental injury to the spinal cord when a sample of CSF is needed for clinical purposes.

Conus medullaris 
The conus medullaris (medullary cone) or conus terminalis is the tapered, caudal end of the spinal cord. its start at lumbar vertebral levels 1 (L1) and 2 (L2), however, its corresponding spinal cord segments are usually S1-S5.
After the spinal cord tapers out, the spinal nerves continue to branch out diagonally, forming the cauda equina.
The pia mater that surrounds the spinal cord, projects directly caudally, forming a slender filament called the filum terminale, which connects the conus medullaris to the caudal vertebrae. The filum terminale provides a connection between the conus medullaris and the caudal vertebrae which stabilizes the entire spinal cord

Why the cauda equina take this shape ?

Because of the spinal cord stops growing earlier in the fetus in which the end of the spinal cord is about the level of the third lumbar vertebra, or L3, at birth. However, some individual variation found. But the positions of nerves at this time are closer to its origin from spinal cord.   And because the bones of the vertebral column continue to grow for more several months, so finally, the cord end position may occur anywhere from last thoracic vertebra (T12) to L3. Individual spinal nerve roots arise from the cord as they get closer to their origin, but as the differential growth occurs, the top end of the nerve stays attached to the spinal cord while the lower end of the nerve extended caudally to follow the spinal column and its manages to certain levels. Resulting in a "bundle"-like structure of nerve fibers that extends caudally from the end of the spinal cord, gradually declining in number further down as individual pairs leave the spinal column.
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