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Common Prokaryotic Cell Arrangements
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Name Description lllustration Image
Coccus Round
(pl. cocci)
Bacillus Rod
(pl. bacilli)
Vibrio Curved rod
(pl. vibrios)

Coccobacillus Short rod \

(pl. coccobacilli) 4 s
Spirillum Spiral

(pl. spirilla)

Spirochete
(pl. spirochetes)

Long, loose,
helical spiral

Name Description Illustration
Coccus : /--\
(pl. cocci) Single coccus -
Diplococeus Pair of two cocci OO
(pl. diplococci) NS
Tetrad Grouping of four cells C —\;; 1.
(pl. tetrads) arranged in a square f IO
L) -~
Streptococcus . i ( \—/‘\._l/ |
: Chain of cocci - §
(pl. streptococci) o«
\__/j
_._,;’_\)
Staphylococcus . A
. Cluster of cocci W
(pl. staphylococci) - J}ﬁi‘j}/
b
Bacillus .
(ol. bacilli) Single rod
Streptobacillus Chain of rods e §

(pl. streptobacilli)
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Cytoplasm
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