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Lecture 1: Introduction to Teaching Strategies Il
Prepared by Prof. Dr. Nuhad Mohammed Alwan I
Vet AH 2024 AD I

The term "strategy" is derived from the Greek word "strategos," which means "the ]
art of leadership™ in Arabic. This term has been widely used in the military field, in |
war plans, and objectives. However, the use of strategy is no longer confined to the
military field alone; it has extended to become a common denominator among all |
activities in various scientific fields. Thus, this term has been used in almost all 1
fields, it has entered into economics, agriculture, industry, and politics. It has been ]
utilized in educational and pedagogical fields as well. In teaching, the strategy i
signifies the roadmap to reach the objective, encompassing the fundamental steps 1
that the teacher has planned to achieve the curriculum goals. It includes every action J
or procedure that has an aim or purpose. Therefore, the strategy, in its broad sense, 3
represents everything the teacher does to achieve the curriculum objectives. The i
components of strategy can be identified through actions, examples, training ]
methods, resources, and incentives, in addition to the educational environment and
the learners' responses. The variables influencing the choice of teaching strategy y
include the educational objectives or learning outcomes, individual differences, and |
the characteristics and personal experiences of the teacher. Additionally, a good .
teaching strategy has characteristics such as flexibility and comprehensiveness, and ;
it should be aligned with the lesson's objectives. It must also consider individual ]
differences, the teaching style and type, and the resources available to the school. |
One of the indicators of a teacher's quality is reflected in their choice of a teaching
strategy that not only achieves the lesson's objectives and content but also aligns y
with the needs of their students. The educational field is filled with numerous ]
strategies, some of which may overlap or share similarities in their implementation .
procedures. Therefore, a good teacher can apply a combination of these strategies ;
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together or use one of them according to the nature of the lesson content. The 1
common denominator among good teaching strategies is that the student should be l
the center of the educational process, actively acquiring information rather than ]
merely receiving it. This approach emphasizes the student's engagement in Il
educational activities and tasks, encouraging them to reflect on their behaviour and H
performance level and to improve their performance based on the outcomes of this
reflection. Additionally, it emphasizes cooperative and self-directed learning. It i
encourages a perpetual thinker who is constantly seeking knowledge. The most )
important classifications of teaching strategies include strategies based on 1
explanation, strategies based on exploration, direct and indirect teaching strategies, ]
and those centred around the role of the teacher or the learner. Finally, it cannot be H
said that one strategy is better than another; rather, each strategy has its specific ]
purpose and is applied in suitable environments for it. i
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