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French Influence in the Sahel
(Opportunities and Challenges).
Jihad Abbas Ali
Abstract:

The countries of the world have taken an interest in the African
Sahel countries because of the many mineral riches in them, and
the African Sahel countries are located in the center of the African
continent and extend from the Red Sea, which makes them of
navigational importance.

What increased its importance was its natural resources, as it
has various and abundant economic resources, especially since it is
a small consumer of these resources. This led to the interest of
countries that consume these resources in it, including oil, which is
the economic basis for major countries such as the United States of
America and other resources such as gold and rhenium, and what
made other countries intervene in the Sahel African countries is the
spread of terrorism and its control over these resources and even
the location of the countries overlooking the Red Sea.

Most, if not all, Sahelian countries suffer from incompatibility
among them in internal affairs, which made them wvulnerable to
terrorist threats, which means the spread of terrorist organizations
in all Sahelian countries, and since the Sahelian countries are weak,
they were unable to respond to these terrorist attacks, which made
other countries, such as the United States of America and Russia,
rush to fight these terrorist organizations, that is, intervention in the
countries of the African Sahel This narrowed the French influence
in its former colonies, especially since it is dominant in them, and
over time groups of citizens emerged demanding the removal of
their lands from French forces and the intervention of the forces.

Many military institutions in most of the Sahel countries turned
against the ruling authority due to their perceived failure to solve
the suffering and issues of the population and only the assistance of
French forces, which was not at the required level, which made
these new authorities sever their relations with France and
welcome other countries such as the United States of America,
Russia, and even regional countries, which are concerned about
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ending the suffering of the population from terrorist organizations
and achieving a decent life for them, which made France move to
support its affiliated regimes in all respects in order to maintain its
influence in the Sahel countries and preserve its.

On the other hand, regional countries such as Turkey have taken
action in the Sahel African countries by using their culture and
historical heritage and have opened several embassies in these
countries, which made the French influence decline, causing them
to spend money to build schools and make French a primary
language in order to maintain their influence.

Keywords: African continent, Sahel countries, terrorist
organizations, popular movements, France
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