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Compliance in Reality Television Programming Contracts
A Legal Study in light of the American Experience

Summary:

The development of the television industry has led to the emergence of a new
type of entertainment program in which producers have abandoned stereotypes in
traditional programs, known as (Reality TV show). This type of program has spread
rapidly in America, (where there are more than 40 series of these programs), as well
as Europe and more than twenty countries around the world, including the Arab
countries, where the number of these programs today to about 1000 programs and the
number is increasing , Especially with the readiness of the production networks to
produce more of these programs for the huge profits they derive from them (because
of the high viewing rates and the large number of ads broadcast through them) in
return for low production wages on the one hand, and the alignment of thousands of
those who want to participate in it (and who accept all conditions Developed by
production networks) in the hope of obtaining On the job opportunity in case they
achieve success, as well as receive cash prizes on the other hand.

Key words:
reality television programs, Compliance with reality television programming
contracts, the position of US courts.

L’adhésion dans les contrats de programmation de téléréalité :
Etude juridique a la lumiére de I'expérience américaine
Sommaire:

Le développement de l'industrie de la télévision a conduit a I'émergence d'un
nouveau type de programme de divertissement dans lequel ses producteurs ont
abandonné les stéréotypes dans les programmes traditionnels, connus sous le nom de
(Reality TV show). Ce type de programme s'est répandu rapidement en Amérique (ou
il existe plus de 40 séries de ces programmes), en Europe et dans plus de vingt pays
du monde, y compris les pays arabes, ou le nombre de ces programmes est
aujourd'hui d'environ 1000, en particulier avec la volonté des réseaux de production
de produire plus de ces programmes pour les profits énormes qu'ils en retirent (en
raison des taux de visionnage éleveés et du grand nombre de publicités diffusées). Le
tout en contrepartie de salaires bas et de I'alignement de milliers de personnes.

Mots clés:
Emissions de téléréalité, conformité aux contrats de programmation de téléréalité,
position des tribunaux américains.
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Marwan M. Kriady- Reality Television and politics in the arab world preliminary observation- penn
libraries- University of Pennsylvania- 2006- p 2.
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Kristin Michael Barton- The mean world effects of reality television- perception of antisocial

behaviors resulting from exposure to competition- based reality programming- Florida state
university libraries- 2007- p 12.
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! . Kristin L. Cherry- Dr. Jennifer Stevens Aubrey - reality TV and interpersonal relationship
perception- Copyright by Kristin Cherry 2008-p 7.

2 _ Katie Hopkins-unique legal consideration in reality television-Pittsburgh journal of technology
and policy-volume 13-number 1-2012-p 3.
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! _ Matthew Lombard< Mahdee T. Ali« and others-Reality Television-understanding the genre and
viewer motivation and effects-School of communications and theater-2003-p 3. In addition, see
Ivonne Martinez Sheperd- portraylas of women in prime time reality TV programs — lowa state
university- 2006- p 7.

2 _ Katie Hopkins-Op Cit-p 4.

. Op Cit-p 5.

*_ Benjamin Shmueli-Children in Reality TV: Comparative and international perspectives-Duke
journal of comparative and international law-vol 25-2015-p 291
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1 Christopher C. Cianci-Notes entertainment or exploitation? Reality Television and the

inadequate protection of child participant under the law- southern California interdisciplinary law
journal- vol 18- 2009- p 366.

2 _ Christopher C. Cianci-op cit -p 368

% _ op cit -p 368.

* _ Kimberlianne Podlas-primetime crimes: Are reality television programs "lllegal contests" in
violation of federal law-Cardozo Arts and entertainment-vol 25-2007-p 144.
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! _ Scott J. Weiland and Kaitlyn Dunbar-What's real about reality television-journal of mass
communication and journalism-volume 6-issue 3-2016-p 1.

2 _ Alice Hall-perceptions of the authenticity of reality programs and their relationships to audience
involvement, enjoyment, and perceived learning- journal of broadcasting & electronic media- 2009-
p 516-517. And see Kristin Michael Barton-Op cit-p 3.
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! . lkoro E.A, Omessah C.C and Ekever F.O- Reality Television or Television Reality shows:
Forms, Genres and Modes- global educational research journal- vol 3- November 2013- p 385.
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! . Kevin J. Greene-The wacky world of reality TV and litigation-A Bonaza for lawyers-

March/April 2016-p 16.

2 _ Catherine Riley-Signing in Glitter or Blood?: Unconscionability and Reality Television
Contracts-Journal of intellectual property and entertainment law-vol 3-no 1-December-2013.
Breeanna Hare- The real world of reality show contracts- 2009. Available on edition.cnn.com.

2018/1/20 &5l A

% _ Catherine Riley-op cit.
® Catherine Riley- op cit.
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! _ Katie Hopkins-Op Cit-p 9.

2 _ Jennifer L. Blair-surviving reality TV. The ultimate challenge for reality show contestants-
Loyola of Los Angeles entertainment law review- vol 31- 2011- p2.

% _ Catherine Riley-op cit.

% Jennifer L. Blair- op cit—p 18.

> _ Catherine Riley-op cit.

®_ Lindsay Korotkan-finding the reality in the right of publicity-Cardozo law review-2013-P 288.
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1 _ Christopher C. Cianci-op cit —p 368.
2 _ The contract form is available on the website www.performers.net

2018/1/25 sy A
® _ Nima Daivari-The reality of reality show participant agreement-Entertainment arts, and sports
law journal-vol 24-no 3-2013-p 68.

. " | understand that the Series and my compliance with the Series Rules may cause me mental,
psychological and/or emotional distress, and the consents, authorizations of risk and releases set
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forth in this Agreement and in the Waiver and Release expressly apply to all such potential harms".
See Catherine Riley-op cit.

! _ "] understand that the Series will involve my participation in physically and mentally strenuous
activities that may cause me serious bodily injury, illness or death, including, but not limited to
exhaustion, dehydration, fatigue, overexertion and sun or heat stroke. | understand and acknowledge
that while conduct giving rise to such situations and activities might otherwise constitute an
actionable tort, | have freely and knowingly consented to such conduct and to participating in such
situations and activities. | acknowledge that the foregoing is not an exhaustive list of the risks,
hazards and dangers | may be exposed to as a result of the Series activities and | voluntarily and
freely accept and assume these and all such other risks, hazards and dangers | may encounter or be
exposed to and understand and acknowledge that the waivers, releases and indemnities in this
Agreement expressly apply to these risks, hazards and dangers”. See Catherine Riley-op cit.

2."Even if you are likely to die during the program, your parents will not be able to claim
compensation "See Breeanna Hare- The real world of reality show contracts- op cit.
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1 _ "I understand that the Program may take place in inherently dangerous travel areas that may
expose the Minor and other participants to a variety of unmarked and uncontrolled hazards and
conditions that may cause the minor serious bodily injury, illness, or death, including, without
limitation: general exposure to extremes of heat and cold; crime; water hazards; floods; drowning;
treacherous terrain; collision with objects, including those submerged below water surfaces; [etc.] . .
. I voluntarily and fully accept and assume these risks on behalf of the Minor and myself and
understand and acknowledge that the waivers, releases and indemnities in this Participant
Agreement expressly apply to these risks" See Christopher C. Cianci-op cit —p 369.

- "I understand that if the Minor chooses to enter into an intimate relationship of any nature with
another participant or any other person, the Minor does so without any influence by the Producers
and the Minor and | hereby assume any and all risks that may be associated with any relationship,
including, without limitation, emotional distress, illness, sexually transmitted diseases, HIV, and
pregnancy, if applicable. Without in any way limiting the scope of this Participant Agreement, |
hereby release, on behalf of the Minor and myself, the Producers, from any and all claims
associated" See Christopher C. Cianci-op cit —p 369-370.
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1 _ "l understand that Producer does not make any representations or warranties about the cast
members in the Program or of any other person whom | may encounter in connection with my
participation in the Program, including but not limited to, the mental or physical health of any such
person. If | choose to engage in consensual sexual behavior or intimate contact . . . | do so
voluntarily and knowingly and | assume the risk that by engaging in such activity | may contract
certain sexually transmitted diseases”. See Catherine Riley-op cit.

2. "We ask them to understand that they may be exposed to invasion of privacy, they're going to
give up certain elements of privacy, not all, because we respect our participants. The cameras aren't
going to roll 24 hours a day". See Breeanna Hare- The real world of reality show contracts- op cit.
- "1 grant to Producer and its successors, licensees and assigns, the irrevocable right, but not the
obligation, with or without my knowledge, to film, tape and/or photograph, record, exhibit, edit and
otherwise use my appearance, name, likeness, voice, singing voice, conversation, sounds and
biographical data on or in connection with the Program in any manner in Producer’s sole election
and discretion, which use shall not entitle me to receive any compensation whatsoever”. See
Catherine Riley-op cit.

*_"If I so choose to enter the case house that hidden cameras and microphones may be used and |
have no expectation of privacy anywhere in the house, including but not limited to bedrooms,
bathrooms and other places | would typically expect privacy”. See Catherine Riley-op cit.
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LT understand and agree that, if selected, the Minor’s actions and conversations during the course
of participating in the Program will be observable by and audible to others and that the Minor will
have no privacy, and I hereby waive any privacy rights, in the context of the Minor’s participation,
and during the course of participating, in the Program, regardless of whether the Minor is aware that
recording of the Minor’s actions and conversations is taking place. Producers will not film the
Minor while the Minor is in the bathroom, provided the Minor is in the process of showering,
bathing, urinating or defecating. In addition, Producers will provide “changing rooms” in which the
Minor may change his or her clothes, and Producers will not film the Minor when the Minor is in
the ‘changing room’ while actually changing his or her clothes'. See Christopher C. Cianci-op cit —p
370-371.

2 _ " understand that, in and in connection with the Program... I may reveal and/or relate, other
parties... may reveal and/or relate, or the Producer may thus edit, information about me of a
personal, surprising, defamatory, disparaging, embarrassing or unfavorable nature. | further
understand that my appearance, depiction, and/or portrayal in or in connection with the Program,
and my actions and the actions of others displayed in or in connection with the Program, may be
disparaging, defamatory, embarrassing or of an otherwise unfavorable nature, and may expose me
to public ridicule, humiliation or condemnation. | acknowledge and agree that Producer shall have,
in its sole discretion and editorial control, the right to include any such information and any such
appearance, depiction, portrayal, actions and statements in and in connection with the Program. |
understand and acknowledge that while such conduct might otherwise constitute a tort, | have freely
and knowingly consented to such conduct and waive any action against Producer"”. See Catherine
Riley-op cit.
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1 _ Mark A. Baker-Talent agreement for reality TV series-there's A hefty price to pay-available on
the website www.entertainmentattorneyblog.com

2018/1/25 a5 A
2. Catherine Riley-op cit.
% _ op cit.
% "Producer and Network shall have the right and option to require me to participate in any future
unscripted, ‘reality-based’ programs... and all media now known or hereafter devised in which I
appear as myself (the “Reality Hold”), according to the following terms and conditions... through
the date which is twelve (12) months after the initial exhibition of the final episode of the cycle of
the Series in which I appear”. See Catherine Riley-op cit.
> _ Eriq Gardner-reality TV contestants sued for revealing shows outcome in court documents-2011.
In addition, see Kevin J. Greene- op cit- p 16.
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L _ "I understand the Series Rules may require me to be separated from my family, friends and
regular environment for an extensive period of time, to be present at one or more locations... with
or without other participants of the Series, and that | may be subject to limitations or prohibitions on
my ability to communicate with my family, friends and others, for up to twenty-four (24) hours a
day, seven (7) days a week, for a period of approximately nineteen consecutive weeks (and
possibly longer) tentatively scheduled to begin on or about” . See Catherine Riley-op cit.

2 _ Katie Hopkins-op cit-p 15.

% _ "The label will take a percentage of all your entertainment related income, not just from record
sales". See Mark A. Baker- op cit.

% _ Katie Hopkins-op cit-p 17.
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! _ Katie Hopkins-op cit-p 18.

2 _ Steven Reiss, James Wiltz- why people watch reality TV- Lawrence Erlbaum associate, Inc. -
copyright 2004- p 370.

¥ _ Katie Hopkins-Op cit-p 19.

4. Op cit-p 19.
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1 _ Jennifer L. Blair-Op cit-p 4.
2 _ Katie Hopkins-Op cit-p 21.
5. Jennifer L. Blair-Op cit-p 4.
4 _ Katie Hopkins-Op cit-p 21.
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1 _ available on the website Jezebel.com
2 _ available on the website deadline.com
3 _available on the website www.scribd.com
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! _Benjamin Shmueli-Op cit-p 292.
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