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Abstract:

Iraq often meets sophisticated cyberattacks started by extremist groups and
unidentified hackers, targeting its institutions and digital infrastructure. These
attacks pose significant obstacles to achieving Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), underscoring the critical role of cybersecurity as a strategic imperative
that extends beyond its technical functions to support development initiatives.
This research explores the relationship between cybersecurity and the attainment
of SDGs in Iraq. It analyzes the United Nations' SDGs and examines the country's
cybersecurity challenges, highlighting the interconnection between advancing
cybersecurity measures and fostering an environment conducive to sustainable
development. Employing an analytical and inductive approach, the study
confirms its central hypothesis: enhancing cybersecurity strategies is a
fundamental step toward realizing sustainable development goals. Robust
cybersecurity provides a secure and dependable foundation for innovation,
economic growth, critical infrastructure protection, and increased trust in public
and private institutions. The findings advocate integrating cybersecurity strategies
with sustainable development aims and emphasize the importance of advancing
cyber diplomacy to protect infrastructure and keep the functionality of critical
sectors. Furthermore, Iraq can draw valuable insights from the experiences of
countries that have successfully implemented such approaches to strengthen
sustainable development and safeguard digital resources.

Keywords: Sustainable Development, Cyber security, Infrastructure, Cyber

Threats, Cyber Diplomacy.
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